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Super Natural. Low Tech. High Amplification. 
 

BK Wines is a fresh face, one that pokes fun at the wine establishment. “Made with love, not money” proclaims 
the website as do a pair of hands punching out at you with “handmade” tattooed across the knuckles. But this is no 
corporate ‘anti-marketing’ campaign – it’s the tiny project of a man known as BK. 
 

BK Wines is a small artisan producer expressing single site and soul owned by Brendon and Kirsty Keys. He sports 
a ginger beard and a wry smile and a lack of pretension. Brendon has worked in the US, Argentina, New Zealand 
and South Africa, most noticeably with the illustrious globe-trotting Paul Hobbs. “People ask me what kind of 
wine I want to make. I like to think of myself as modern French; oak and wild yeast are two key points, and 
knowing when to intervene,” he says. “I make wine because I have an idea in my head.” 
 

This wine is about showing a new site (One Ball Vineyard in Kenton Valley at 1,600 feet in elevation) and the new 
Bernard clone. ‘One Ball,’ kind of a weird name for a vineyard…the vigneron has, you guessed it, one…  Hailing 
from a vineyard that displays vintage variation with unabashed pride, this wine has taken on many personas 
through the vintages – from voluptuous Jessica Rabbit to waifish Kate Moss to canny, pretty Kate Middleton. 
 

Young vines often make it difficult to balance oak, acidity and fruit as they want to just grow and grow producing a 
lot of flavor but lacking the ability to balance. 2013 evokes not so much an iconic woman as a canvas-like landscape 
– a spring meadow in blossom beneath the weight of a leaden sky before a storm. The tangy ozone pungency of 
anticipated rain hangs in the perfumed air. There is texture and substance to this scene, a tense stand-off between a 
floral foreground against a slate-grey, rumbling backdrop.  
 

The grapes are hand-harvested in small boxes and fermented whole bunch with no additives and pressed to barrel. 
Nightly battonage is implemented over a 9 month period of time helping to soften the wine and provide more 
texture. The wine spends 12 months total in French oak, of which 10% is new French barrique, the remainder is 2-3 
year old French puncheons and barriques. 
 

Composition  Élevage 
100% Chardonnay  12 months (10% new French barrique - balance in seasoned barrique/puncheon) 
 

Soil Type     Production  Yields Average Vine Age 
Sandstone & Quartz over Deep Clay 500 cases  1.9 tons/acre 10 years old 
 

Tasting Notes 
 

Bright, green-tinged yellow. A complex, highly perfumed bouquet evokes musky pear skin, peach 
pit, anise and buttered toast, with a hint of iodine in the background. Fleshy, broad and dry, 
offering pliant orchard and citrus fruit flavors that gain weight and spiciness with air. Shows a 
dusty mineral quality on the finish, which clings with excellent tenacity and focus. 

 

Reviews 
Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar (Josh Raynolds) | 92 points 
James Halliday’s Australian Wine Companion (James Halliday) | 94 points 
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